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It was a cold miserable late September Saturday morning in 1993 when Terry and I drove to 
Brands Hatch at the start of the first Euroclassic.  The previous year I had fulfilled one of my 
motoring ambitions and bought a splendid, bright red, convertible, 1969 427 Corvette from 
Claremont.  Although the car looked immaculate it had been stood for a long time and for the 
first year or so it showed all the reliability of Connex South Central.  The car was running very 
rich which had the advantage of making it sound rather like a fuel dragster but it did not like 
running at tick-over, it did 8 mpg on a good day, and this combined with its Nautilus leg 
extension machine clutch, lack of handbrake, and the need to fully depress said clutch to start it 
made heavy traffic a bit of a challenge.  Nevertheless I had already used the car on an “RAC 
MSA 2 Day Classic” run from Blackpool to the NEC in May, and having finally got a classic I 
was keen to try something a bit more ambitious.  I had seen the Euroclassic advertised in various 
magazines and the prospect of taking the Corvette around places like Nürburgring was a very 
attractive one. 

We missed a quick run around the Brand Indy circuit due 
to the length of time it took to get through scrutineering 
{despite the run having only 165 entries, including 2 from 
the RAC’s Sir John and Lady Rogers, out of a possible 
200 starters} but all the hanging around did give us the 
opportunity to look at some of the other entrants. These 
included
such
notables

as Lord and Lady Brockett {right, pre insurance 
fraud ! } in a glorious Ferrari 250 SWB, Canon 
Lionel Webber {pre bell tower problems ! } in 
an XJ6, John Haynes {pre OBE !} in an XK 
150, and entries from Jaguar Heritage, Classic 
Car magazine, and the Daily Telegraph. The star 
turn though was probably a group of 3 men 
headed by David Croucher in a pre war 747cc 
Austin Ruby who went by the name of Team Arthur!  
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In those days the Euro always involved half a day or 
more around the UK {“to keep the real basket cases 
out of Europe “ the RAC man told me} so we had a 
number of check points in Kent, including Leeds 
Castle, Lyden, and most interesting of all Saltwood 
Castle, home of the late Alan Clarke, then still a 
government minister.  Clark and his wife were by all 
accounts handing out the sausage rolls and tea but I 
did not see him, instead I had to be content with a 
close look at his garage which contained all manner of classics {all looking well used} including 
an SS100, C type, Silver Ghost, and a new but modified Bentley Continental. 

The weather stayed cold and wet and I discovered that the weatherproofing of the car left 
something to be desired.  I also found out too late that if we put the hood down while it was still 
wet, all the water drained onto our luggage in the shelf below which serves as a boot!  By the 
time we did the channel crossing and actually got into France, it was late afternoon and by the 
time we got to the overnight halt in Le Touquet, it was dusk.  Cold, wet and miserable we 
arrived in Le Touquet about 6.30 in the evening and were directed by the local Police into a 
maze of bar filled narrow streets, which were packed with appreciative Frenchmen cheering 
every blip of the Corvette’s  throttle, as the thunderous exhaust note bounced off the high 
buildings.  It was an uplifting experience and one that has stayed with me to this day. 

The 2nd day started cold and wet yet again 
{Terry and I spent some time arguing as to 
whose luggage should be in the shallow end of 
the boot that morning!} and there was the added 
problem of trying to find fuel for the thirsty 
Corvette in France on a Sunday, where nothing 
seems to move.  The route took us via a small 
French club circuit, called Croix, into Belgium 
and to some very interesting but very wet towns.
The overnight stop was at a lovely place called 
Dinant, on a particularly beautiful stretch of the 

Meuse valley and by the time we got to the Citadel check point it had turned into a beautiful 
evening.  We were staying at the Novotel Namur which became the first {of many} large chain 
hotels to demonstrate its total inability to cope with a high percentage of its guests wanting to eat 
in.

The weather continued to be poor on the 
Monday and we went via Spa {only used with 
the public roads open this time} and the pretty 
village of Monschau {complete with German 
commentary as we passed the town hall} to 
reach Nürburgring by late afternoon.  After a 
night in our hotel we returned to the circuit 
the following day by bus and we had both the 
old and new circuits at our disposal for the 
full morning.  The rain had stopped but it was 
very cold.  The Corvette’s thirst and lack of 
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local petrol stations that took plastic prevented us doing more than 1 lap of the old circuit and the 
run ended with a splendid buffet lunch at the press centre opposite the pits. 

The GP circuit was the first time I had the 
chance to really open up the Corvette on a 
decent length track {I had not got out of 2nd at 
Lyden} and it was very enjoyable if a bit of an 
eye opener.  Against decently powerful cars I 
found that I was not able to just blast past 
them except towards the end of the longer 
straights. Conversely I found the Corvette’s 
grip and brakes were actually very good.  I 
started to perfect a technique of brake late and 
hard, turn in and hit the power on the apex 
which I am still working on, but has enabled me to hustle the car pretty quickly through most of 
the circuits. 

Nürburgring is actually only 3 or 4 hours drive from Calais and so we were back home by 
Tuesday evening that year. It sounds like a ridiculously short run now given where we have been 
since but it was certainly enjoyable enough despite the dreadful weather to encourage me to 
enter the following year. A video was made of that year’s event which I still have at home as a 
memento, it’s probably a bit dull for those who have not been on the run but I like it anyway. 

In 1994 the event started at Wimpole Hall near 
Cambridge, while it was dry the temperature was 
little higher than in the previous year.  There 
were 179 entries including writer and car 
industry expert Karl Ludvigsen in a 1933 Aston, 
a 1929 Alfa entered by Classic Cars Magazine 
{which I am not sure ever started, I certainly 
never saw it}, a 1964 Ford Falcon entered by 
Classic and Sportscar Magazine, and Phil Surtees 
who entered a Sunbeam Talbot but actually did 

the event in the ex US army jeep he later won the Paris – Peking marathon in.  The UK part of 
the run took in various places in Suffolk 
including the remarkably tatty circuit of 
Snetterton and the Lotus test track at Hethel.  
An innovation for this year was an overnight 
ferry from Harwich to the Hook of Holland.  
After spending what seemed like most of the 
night in the rain in the car park waiting to get 
on the thing, the actual trip was uneventful 
until the multi lingual “hi-de-hi“ style wake up 
calls that started at 5.30 am. 
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The early part of the run was through thankfully sunny and dry Holland 
on a Sunday morning.  The first circuit of the day was Zandvoort, 
Holland’s only track of note set into the sand dunes and an ex GP 
circuit.  We used it during the lunch break of what looked like a major 
F3 meeting.  The Corvette was running much better by then, giving 
almost 12 to the gallon and actually ticking over properly.  It was also 
very low geared at that time and would only do around 130 flat out 
which actually suited Zandvoort perfectly. 

Holland on a Sunday is a very poor place to tour through in my view, 
the countryside is flat, everybody seems to be cycling in massive slow 
moving family groups, and the place is covered with speed bumps.  The 
checkpoints though were very good including the Dutch National motor 

museum {at a place called Raamsdonksveer, the best I have been to} where I saw my first ever 
Duesenberg J {actually 2 a J left, and an SJ right}.

Although the weather was mainly dry we got caught in the mother of all cloud bursts entering 
Eindhoven and so were as wet as usual for the rest of the day.  Problems of roadworks and 
accidents on motorways saw us very late in arriving at our overnight halt at Luven in Belgium. 

Luven turned out to be yet another beautiful old historic Belgian town which I think I would 
never have visited but for the Euroclassic.  It is actually a university town, which has a very 
lively town centre and we had an excellent meal opposite a typically ornate Cathedral. 

Monday started bright and sunny and the first call was at Zolder, a full sized circuit that had in 
the past hosted the Belgian GP.  The track is in the middle of a housing estate and so strict noise 
restrictions apply and for a while I avoided giving the ‘vette the gun near the noise meter on the 
side of one of the main straights.  During one of these “easy on the throttle“ runs I was overtaken 
by a well driven Series 1 E-Type and spent the next 3 or 4 laps unsuccessfully trying to re-pass 
him.  It was during this run, I first really noticed how much better the ‘vette’s brakes and level of 
grip were.  However I have always felt that out braking another car on an event like the Euro is a 
risky thing to do, and the E-Type was quick enough down the straight to prevent me just blasting 
past until right at the end of the longest straight.  I started to understand some of the overtaking 
problems you get in F1. 
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Leaving Zolder, we ran into Germany and through a 
series of lovely small towns some of whom had allowed 
their children the morning off to watch our progress.  The 
next overnight stop was at Trier, where again the 
Germans had turned the finish into a bit of an event with 
the same man as last year, at Monschau, giving a running 
commentary to a large crowd in the town square.  The 
Corvette was of particular interest and we demonstrated 
the pop up headlights and wiper flap {working for a 

change!} to polite applause. Virtually the whole run was staying at a large hotel called the 
Scandic Crown, which seemed totally taken by surprise by the number of people wanting to eat 
and drink there.  All images of Teutonic efficiency were dispelled for me in one night Basil 
Fawlty would have been proud of!  We ended up sharing a table with a Japanese gent from the 
RAC {he did something co-ordinating the world wide touring car rules} who was about as 
talkative as Oddjob!  The only other guests in the place seemed to be a coach party of American 
tourists on a whistle stop tour called “Relaxed Europe“.  Just how leisurely the trip was, became 
obvious with the notice in the lift which said “Relaxed Europe breakfast at 6 am for a 6.30 sharp 
start “! 

The final day ran through Germany to Hockenheim 
where we had the use of the track as soon as the 
German Touring cars {Alfa, Opel, and Mercedes} had 
finished testing in the pits.  By this time the sky was 
looking black and though we were one of the first out 
the heavens opened in a big way on our 2nd lap.
Everybody ducked for cover and the mechanics in the 
Alfa garage turned out to be very friendly.  The rain 
eventually stopped and I stepped out gingerly but 

managed to spin the ‘vette at the end of the pit  straight.  I still don’t know what happened, as I 
was trying to be very careful, but it has destroyed what little confidence I ever had of the car in 
the wet. 

The run finished at the large impressive 
transport museum at Speyer which houses 
amongst other things a full sized {if that's the 
right word, how on earth did a crew of 36 fit 
in} U boat.  In the museum is a functions suite 
and it was here that the first of the proper 
Euroclassic event closing dinners was held.
Canon Lionel Webber gave a very amusing 
speech thanking the RAC MSA for the event 
and we all gave the soon to be customary 
standing ovation to the mechanics present. 

1995 was a year when I spent much of my time working in Melbourne, Australia and in the end 
though I was entered I had to back out late in the day.  That run ended at Magny Cours.  In some 
ways it’s probably just as well I did not go as in 1995 the Corvette suffered a major engine 
problem and it had to be totally rebuilt.  At the same time the final drive was raised and this 
combined with a lower compression, more docile engine has made the car much more relaxing 
to drive but less ferocious on the track. 
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In 1996 the start was moved to Dover Castle and after a 
quick run to Lyden, we were on the ferry and into Europe 
by lunchtime.  By now a number of the entrants had done 
1 or more of the previous runs and I was starting to get to 
know people like Chris Griffen and his Shelby 350, 
Rodger Vickers and his Healey, Dave and Sue Woolf and 
their Merc, Ronnie Coia and his amazing troupe of 
Frogeyes, and the Whitakers and friends of Bolton.   

Other notable entrants in that year included the 
Skoda factory who entered  1936 and 1949 
Skodas {right}supported by a team of mechanics 
in a large coach, Duncan Rabagliati who entered 
the rare combination of a Connaught L2 and 
Swallow Doretti, and Toby Everett who did the 
run in the incredibly cramped confines of his 
GT40 replica. 

The other major change was that Chrysler had 
become the main sponsor of the whole event, 
though on the other hand the weather was as cool and overcast as previous experience had led 
me to expect. 

The early part of the run was across the WW1 battlefields of northern France and one checkpoint 
was the impressive Canadian war memorial on the Vimy ridge.  
When you see how powerful the German position was it does 
make you wonder at the effort and sacrifice that must have 
gone in capturing this.  The overnight stop was at a very pretty 
town called Compiegne where the town mayor had put on a 
reception.  Unfortunately though there were gallons of wine 
laid on we were not allowed to touch any until the Mayor 
himself turned up.  He was late and so after hanging around for 

40 minutes or so we all started to drift off, I am still not sure if it was just a ploy for the Mayor to 
keep it all to himself! 

Sunday was again cool and overcast and started 
with a run around the impressive Ceram test 
track which features a full “wall of death“ style 
banked track.  The run continued through 
France via the very large air museum in Paris 
and a fascinating Abbey at De Fontenay to 
Dijon where the first ever mid event dinner was 
held. Chrysler had set up a number of displays 
and some of their staff gave speeches but in the 
main I think they were a positive influence. 
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Monday started more brightly with a run to the beautiful Chateau 
De Bournel where the owners let us look around their fantastic 
private quarters.  As we left the Chateau the ‘vette was making a 
funny grinding noise 
from the engine area.  A 
closer inspection showed 
that the pulley that drove 

the power steering was wobbling alarmingly and this 
was making the belt slip and causing the car to run 
hot.  We limped to the next check-point where an 
RAC mechanic rigged up a repair, which left us 
without power steering but with a fully functioning 
cooling system. 

The highlight of Monday was a trip to the famous Schlumpf 
museum in Mulhouse.  If you don’t know the story, the 
Schlumpf brothers ran a textile business and were avid {make 
that obsessional} car collectors, especially of Bugattis.  The 
French government was paying them subsidies to keep 
employment in the area which the brothers actually used to buy 
yet more cars.  They created a vast private museum in a massive 
old factory building right 

in the centre of town and filled it with all manner of 
exotica, including 2 of the only 6 Bugatti Royales ever 
made, a W125 Mercedes, and over 100 Type 57 Bugattis.  
The French government finally got wise making the by 
then 80 year old brothers nip over the border to 
Switzerland to escape jail {rather stylishly in a Gullwing 
Mercedes apparently} and leaving them with a ready 
made national motor museum they had already paid for ! 

Shortly after leaving Mulhouse we got to use the tremendous Turckheim hill climb, which is 
over 4 miles long and unusually for a hill climb quite wide.  It is on public roads, but the RAC 
MSA had arranged for these to be closed for a couple of hours for our benefit.  Running off at 
the start, I noticed Rodney Bloor’s fast lightweight E-Type replica was right behind me causing 
me to worry about the humiliation of being caught up before the end, despite a 20 second start.  
In the event, I managed to overtake the next car ahead {event regular Michael Price’s 230 SL} 
and had actually caught up the Merc in front of him before the end, so kept a respectable lead. 

The night was spent in the very attractive town of 
Strasbourg and the following day we left for a run 
through the mountains to Nürburgring again.  On going 
back to the cars we heard that the RAC had done a 
remarkable repair on one of the drive shafts of Rodney 
Bloor’s car {obviously damaged in the unsuccessful 
effort to catch me!}.  The shaft was knackered but the 
RAC found that it was the same length as the one on their 
Land Rover Discoverys so they took one off, cut off the 

Land Rover fitting, welded on the Jaguar one and the car was back in full working order!
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This time I had plenty of fuel but the makeshift fan belt arrangement rather cramped our style. 
The event ended with an evening dinner in the press centre, this time I noticed that the Chrysler 
Europe Marketing Director had come over for the dinner from Brussels in a very travel stained 
bright red Dodge Viper! 

In some ways this run marked the last of the old style Euroclassic where the event started in 
England on Saturday morning and finished reasonably close to Calais on Tuesday, offering the 
theoretical possibility of people only having 2 days off work.  In the comment forms the RAC 
MSA always used after the event, I, and presumably others, suggested going further afield and 
preferably South in the hope of both visiting new places and hitting hopefully better weather.  

The 1997 event was the first one to actually start in 
Europe, this time at the Brussels HQ of sponsor Chrysler 
Europe.  We were booked into the airport Sofitel, which 
as usual was utterly unprepared for the influx of hungry 
Brits and made a total “Scandic Crown“ of the evening’s 
catering!  Chrysler were much more in evidence this 
time with a couple of executives following us around in 
Dodge Viper GTSs as well as numerous Jeep Cherokee 

course cars.

The move of the start did offer the opportunity to go 
further afield, but it did also mean that we had to travel 
to Brussels on Friday afternoon, making the event in 
effect a full 6 days.  As well as the usual crowd, entries 
included a Model T Ford, an American entered OSCA, 
and a troupe of vintage Bentleys. 

This time the weather was perfect from day one 
and we travelled through Belgium via the 
Goodyear test track to Luxembourg.  At the test 
track I noticed that the ‘vette was not charging 
and closer inspection showed that the alternator 
had fallen to bits.  I left the alternator with the 
RAC and carried on, just on the battery.  

The following morning the alternator problem 
had still not been solved, so the RAC kept 
changing batteries to keep us on the road.
Sunday involved another trip to Hockenheim 
but by this time the brakes were starting to feel 
weak.  The RAC bled them but it did not make 
much difference and on such a high-speed track 
with very long straights and tight chicanes, this 
did cramp my style somewhat.  



THE MSA EUROCLASSIC

The MSA Euroclassic
Organised by International Motor Sports Limited • Motor Sports House • Riverside Park • Colnbrook • SL3 0HG • UK

Tel:  +44 (0)1753 765100 • Fax: +44 (0)1753 765106 • Email: classics@msaevents.co.uk • Web: www.msaclassics.co.uk

MSA Euroclassic - 1993 to 2001 - a personal history 

© Bill Martland 2001  Page 9 of 26 

The day ended with a run to the attractive spa town 
of Baden-Baden, where a full reception awaited us 
complete with the mid event dinner.  This took 
place at a beautiful dining room next to the Casino 
and involved speeches from Chrysler Europe and 
the Mayor.  The Mayor did not speak a word of 
English but he did not let that stop him delivering a 
20 minute speech on the many virtues of Baden 
Baden{involving naming the town every 20 
seconds}, which the hapless Chrysler marketing 

man had to translate {such entertaining gems as “Baden-Baden has over 5,000 covered car 
parking spaces“}!  On leaving Baden Baden the following morning Terry was complaining 
about hot water running onto his feet.  The heater matrix had cracked and so it was back to the 
RAC for more repairs. 

The next day saw a brief trip back into France to the 
circuit of L’Anneau Du Rhin and the nearly village of 
Rhinau which had laid on a splendid and totally 
unexpected reception in a lay-by!  While still in France 
filling up with petrol, a nut fell out of the gear linkage 
and stopped us finding any forward gears at all.  This 
involved a long repair which the RAC {bless ‘em} 
managed successfully and it did enough to get us home. 
At the same time the indicators packed in and the 
brakes got worse. 

For the only time on any of the runs, I considered 
giving up but we felt we were safer with the 
RAC back up and so continued.  The overnight 
stop was Lucerne and the next day we travelled 
across the Alps via the St Gothard pass into Italy. 
The scenery was stunning, the weather perfect, 
and apart from the existing problems the 
Corvette ran perfectly.  While going through the 
old mountain pass roads we encountered cattle, 
complete with massive bells, being driven by 
what looked like the hillbillies out of

“Deliverance” down from their summer pastures.  I must say Switzerland looked great though 
that was before I’d seen Austria! 

The run then took us around the Italian lakes to Monza 
which is in a park on the outskirts of Milan. Monza is 
another very fast circuit which has had chicanes added 
to slow it down.  The chicanes at Monza are incredibly 
tight, much tighter than they look on the telly with 
Schui blasting through them I can tell you.  The 
corners are wide and sweeping which suits the ‘vette 
but given the state of the brakes and the distance from 
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home the number of laps had to be limited. Not that long after we had arrived the Model T 
spluttered into view to applause from everybody. 

Terry, my co driver, wanted to be back at work by 
Thursday and so our initial intention was to start the 
journey back straight from Monza, to do part of the 
650 or so miles on Tuesday evening.  The lack of an 
alternator ruled out night driving so, thanks to 
Rosemary at WRA, we managed to find a local hotel 
and actually attended the final dinner at the Grand 
Hotel Como. 

We bought a spare battery off the RAC and set off very early to 
try to get to Dover in daylight.  In the end the Corvette 
performed faultlessly and we hit Calais at around 5pm.  By the 
time we got to Dover though it was nearly dark, so I decided to 
drop Terry off at the railway station and stay the night in Dover 
{not one of Britain’s undiscovered gems it has to be said}, 
before finishing the journey the following morning. 

The braking problem was eventually cured by new pads, new stainless steel lined callipers, and 
some stainless steel pipes, the linkage ended up having to be totally rebuilt. 

The 1998 run was originally scheduled to have been to Barcelona but this had to be changed, 
reportedly due to accommodation problems in the town caused by a dentist’s convention!  In the 
event the run was re-organised to go to the South of France.  Again it started in Europe, this time 
outside the Palace of Versailles.  The run from Doncaster on the Friday was very wet and I 
passed Andrew Crutchley and Derek Tooley, who I knew from several boozing sessions, in their 
Rover 75 on the way down.  Things seemed to be going OK though but then a wiper blade shot 
off!  I managed to retrieve it and make some running repairs but it made me rather late. 

The event was 
again
sponsored by 
Chrysler
though by this 
time I felt they 
were starting 
to lose interest 
and none of 

the executives of previous years were in evidence. Nevertheless there was a full entry list for the 
first time.  Scrutineering revealed that the car’s brake lights had packed in so the long-suffering 
RAC men rigged up a manually controlled fog light as a replacement.  Interesting entries 
included a Cord 810 and a Chrysler 300 entered by the factory. 

Versailles made a fantastic backdrop but in terms of hotels etc it was a poor choice. Ours was 20 
minutes away by taxi and had we tried to drive it in the car I don’t think we would ever have 
found it. In true chain hotel fashion the Holiday Inn could not cope with the number of people 
who wanted to eat and drink there but luckily this time there was an excellent place opposite. 
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Saturday was overcast and not particularly warm 
as we started driving through the forests around 
Versailles.  The first circuit was Le Mans, as you 
may know much of the track is public roads but 
there is a short circuit {used once for the French 
GP} called the Bugatti circuit, which we were 
able to drive around.  I remember when used for 
the GP in the 60s, this circuit had been called 
“Mickey Mouse“ but compared to several 
current GP tracks it is quite impressive and at 

least did give us the chance to drive by the 
towering grandstands and under the famous 
Dunlop bridge.  Other checkpoints included the 
castle used by Disney for “Sleeping Beauty” and 
a large general museum. 

The first overnight stop was at a high tech theme 
park called Futuroscope where we had the mid 
event dinner.  The centre was very large and 
looked interesting though time pressure prevented 

us having a proper look around.  The RAC MSA 
had though included tickets to see a very impressive 
laser show {holograms doing a “singing in the rain” 
routine complete with real water splashes} which 
completed the evening. 

Sunday’s start was as cold and wet as ever and after 
facing the usual French “Sunday fuel crisis” we 
made our way to Oradour sur Glane, which is a 

ruined village destroyed by the SS, 
{killing all the locals in the process}, in 
1944 and preserved as a memorial.  The 
SS killed the women and children by 
locking them in the Church and then 
setting fire to it, {a particularly vile 
method copied using British soldiers with 
typical inaccuracy in the Mel Gibson film 
“Patriot”}.  It is quite an eerie and 
impressive place, with burnt out cars and 
shop fronts all untouched for over 50 
years at the orders of our old friend 
General De Gaulle. 
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The weather stayed miserable as we went onto 
the truly stunning private circuit as Mas du Cos 
which is owned by a very rich Ferrari collector. 
The circuit is totally fantastic being on the side 
of a hill but fast and twisty and the Ferrari 
collection quite superb  not allowed to 
photograph though} but the wet weather 
cramped our style on this circuit.  The damp was 
starting to affect Terry’s bad back, I can always 
tell when this happens as he starts to walk like 
Corporal Jones from Dad’s Army!  On one of 

the circuits we were overtaken by a TR6 with 
him behind the wheel, and I felt compelled to 
remind him that he was driving a Corvette, and 
not a pre war butcher’s van! 

That night’s stop was in Clermont Ferrand which 
as far as I can make out means “shut on Sunday “ 
in French, causing a mass panic to break out at 
the thought of not being fed.  The so called 3* 
hotel we stayed at helpfully closed all its 
facilities on Sundays and so virtually all of the 
run ended up in a café/bar near the bus station 
which seemed to be the only place in the whole 
town actually open.

The Monday morning though, brought the first 
sunny weather of the run and temperatures started 
to rise as soon as we left town.  There was another 
French club circuit and a town centre stop off, but 
for me the highlight of the day was the run 
through the spectacular Gorges du Tarn, a 
fantastic limestone valley which is one of the 
most dramatic drives I have ever made. 
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The overnight stop was at Montpellier which 
is a French town with a modern, Canary 
Wharf style, pedestrianised centre where we 
parked overnight.  By now it was getting very 
warm and sunny and it was starting to feel 
like Southern France.  In the morning we had 
a session at an interesting, but narrow and 
tight, French club circuit called Nimes where 
I got overtaken by a 1600 cross flow powered 
Lotus 7, which proved far too agile for the 
Corvette on that twisty tight track.  This and 
the warm weather raised Terry’s spirits considerably!  Another notable check point was the 
famous and very impressive Roman aqueduct at Pont du Gard. 

The final circuit was Paul Ricard which had 
been the French GP site until replaced by the 
anaemic Magny Cours. This is a big, fast, 
circuit with the main straight the Mistral being 
over 1 mile long, I was pretty confident of 
seeing off any Lotus 7 {or TR6} here, 
unfortunately I did not come across him.  
However I was on the track at the same time as 
a Swiss Porsche 911 RSR which I saw coming 
up behind me through a series of corners.  I 
thought, let’s see what you are made of on the 

big straight but when we got on it he simply flew past the Corvette on pure acceleration. 
Looking at the Porsche later it had a full roll cage, rally seats etc and looked like it had been 
used in competition, whatever it certainly did not lack horsepower!  I liked the circuit very much 
though despite this, Bernie Ecclestone now owns the place so the French GP may eventually 
come back here and a good thing to if it is not too messed around with. 

The closing dinner was actually 
at the circuit but all of us were 
booked into hotels around 
Marseilles, 40 or 50 miles away, 
which somewhat reduced the 
opportunities for getting stuck 
into the wine list.  We stayed 
overnight at the Novotel, near the 
airport, and yet again Terry 
wanted to be in work on 
Thursday, so we had a very early 
start on Wednesday morning.  In 
the event we had a great run 
through France and in fact I made 
to back to Doncaster by 10pm that evening, covering almost 1,000 miles in only 16 hours or so.  
Apart from the brake light the ‘vette had been faultless.
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Again on the comments forms I had suggested that, given we had to take Friday off and could 
not get back sensibly until Thursday at the earliest, given the increase in mileages, we might as 
well accept the event lasted a week and start in Europe on Sunday and finish Thursday or Friday 
giving us the next weekend to get back home in.  I assume others must have made the same point 
because the 1999 run started in Brussels on Sunday and finished it Salzburg on Thursday night.

Chrysler sponsorship had ended and the RAC MSA became the MSA Euroclassic, but the event 
was for the first time oversubscribed with 220 entrants, and I understand 40 or 50 turned down.
The other change for me was that Terry had dropped out and my co-driver was now George the 
local mechanic who looks after the Corvette. 

The start was at the Parc Cinquentenaire complex {built 
in 1880 to celebrate 50 years of Belgian independence} 
complex in the centre of Brussels and a couple of friends 
came over in a Porsche 928 to see us off.  Brussels in 
general, and this park in particular, makes a very good 
start point and it was used for the next 3 runs.  The first 
notable check point was the fabulous GP circuit at Spa 
{this time on closed roads} on a wonderful sunny 
afternoon.  This was one of the best ever track sessions 

on the Euroclassic in my view, the weather was 
warm, the Corvette on song, and the circuit just 
magnificent. 

Moving on, the next check point was the 
Nürburgring again, this time there was a meeting 
at the GP circuit and we had to share the long 

circuit 
with
what
seemed 
like every lunatic motor biker in Germany!  The 
overnight stop was Wiesbaden, where there was 
champagne awaiting us and the local Skoda dealer had 
provided courtesy cars {we went in a very nice Octavia 
complete with leather, air con, and sat nav} to shuttle us 
to the hotels. 

Monday was again bright and we made our way, 
via the Bosch test track, to the very impressive 
Mercedes museum in the middle of the factory 
in Stuttgart.  Although not large, it is very high 
tech and has a fascinating selection of really 
historic cars.  The mid event dinner was held 
that night in the centre in a very large modern 
hotel.
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Tuesday started 
with a look at 
the old public 
road circuit at 
Solitude which 
must have been 
very fast and 
amazingly 
dangerous and 

was still in use up to the mid 60s.  The 
run then revisited Rhinau where this 
time we had an official reception in the 
town square by the town hall complete 
with free beer and sausages.  A trip 
around the Anneau du Rhin track 
{where some like David Newling-
Ward’s Bentley were trying very 
hard!} again took us to the overnight 
stop at Konstanz.  At Konstanz we 
came across Californian John Grosseto 
who had entered his Osca {a rare post 
bankruptcy Maserati} but in the end 
had to use a borrowed MGB as a late 
substitute.  The MGB’s starter motor was faulty and as a result he had to either get under the car 
or push start it every time and the inconvenience of this was causing problems with his wife who 
had been sold the event as a comfortable tour ! 

Wednesday started with a ferry ride 
over Lake Konstanz and began the run 
into Austria itself.  I had never been 
before but I must say it looked totally 
magnificent in the sunshine.  The run 
took us through various fairy tale 
castles, waterfalls etc up to an 
overnight stop in Innsbruck.  I had 
always associated this town with 
winter sports but in the summer sun it 
looked quite stunning.  The Mayor 
was out to greet us at the Opera House 
and there was a brass band, free 

refreshments, Austrian TV, and hundreds of spectators.  The RAC had by then located a new 
starter for the Grossetto MGB and fitted it while we drank the free champagne in the early 
evening sunshine. 
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The final day took us to Salzburg 
and the circuit there, which is not a 
GP track but has virtually all other 
sorts of racing.  It is an excellent 
track with a tricky corner just before 
the main straight, which caught out 
several cars during the afternoon.  I 
went pretty well, I thought, in the 
Corvette overtaking the GT40 
replica and the English RSR 
Porsche, but I was once again 
comprehensively blown off by my 
bête noire the Swiss 911.

The day was very hot so I had to 
spend some time letting the 
Corvette cool down but in total 
George and I must have done 15 
or 20 laps. 

The final dinner was in the 
modern Renaissance Hotel in 
Salzburg and the following 
morning we set off on the long run 
back. My plan was to drive as far 
as we could on the Friday until 
dusk was approaching and then 
look for a hotel at the next decent 
sized town.

We covered a lot of ground on a blisteringly 
hot day eventually stopping overnight at 
Charleroi which it turns out is Belgium’s 
answer to Rotherham!  

The car again ran faultlessly back and we 
were back in Misson by Saturday lunchtime. 
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I entered the 2000 Euroclassic as I had always done in the past but speaking on the phone to Sue 
Woolf in February however, I was alarmed to learn that when they entered the previous week 
there were only 10 spaces left.  I just got in, the official entry list closed at least 6 months before 
the event and we heard that the MSA could have filled 300 places.  This year’s run was the 
longest and most adventurous yet taking us through several of the old Eastern European 
countries.  It also happened to coincide with the fuel strike in the UK which meant I could cheer 
on from the sidelines while not being inconvenienced at all!

The event started in Brussels again and 
was preceded by the inaugural “broken 
piston club“ event at a bar close to the 
Parc Cinquentenaire, where a large 
proportion of the regular entrants met for 
a pre-event drink on the Saturday night. 
This year there were 223 entries 
including such interesting machines as a 
1933 Railton Terraplane, a 1955 
Gullwing Mercedes, a 1966 Lynx D type, 
and a 1972 Ferrari Daytona.

This time my co driver was Graham who had come 
over in the Porsche the previous year and been so 
impressed with the event he was in the process of 
buying his own classic.  In fact, this year 4 people 
from our village came over to watch the start and 
follow us to the first check point, the Ford test 
track at Lommel. 

The first day’s run involved a lot of 
motorway work to an overnight stop at 
Hanover where there was a big reception 
outside a very ornate town hall 
{practically the only building in the 
centre not flattened by the RAF during 
WW2, as a model inside showed}.
Locals were out in force with a bar and 
refreshments provided. 
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The next day we started at the impressive, brand new, Autostadt 
complex at the huge VW factory at Wolfsburg.  As well as a standard 
car museum the site features pavilions for each VW brand {they own 
Bentley, Lamborghini, Seat, and 
Skoda as well as Audi these 
days}, which were new and very 
trendy, concentrating on image 

rather than the cars themselves.  I am still not sure what ice 
skating and somebody’s living room had to do with 
motoring but perhaps I don’t think laterally enough! 

The first 
circuit was Oschersleben which was new, tight, 
and quite short.  The run then took us through 
what used to be East Germany which was a 
curious mix of poorly built and maintained 
Communist era architecture and some new or very 
expensively restored buildings, to show the 
activity since the wall came down. 

Overnight was Leipzig and the first stop on 
Tuesday was the infamous Colditz Castle of 
WW2 fame.  I must say I was surprised to see 
that the castle {more of a fortified mansion 
really} was actually in the middle of a rather 
pretty village.  The residents had laid on a sort 
of carnival for us with children singing, people 
in folk costumes, and open house at the town 
hall.  The Castle itself was badly neglected by 
the old Communist regime and some key parts of the old prison have been destroyed, though 
there is still a small escape museum showing the false uniforms, keys etc the prisoners made. 
There is a model of the famous glider that was built but never flown, the original was sadly 
destroyed at the end of the war.

The run then entered the Czech Republic via the 
first proper border post we had seen.  There was 
a queue at least a mile long but we were just 
waved through.  The border area was very 
interesting, it consisted mainly of dodgy looking 
markets and dozens of semi naked ladies of the 
night hanging around on the corners.  I must say 
I have never before seen girls plying their trade 
in their underwear in the middle of the day on a 
rural main road!  This practise ended 3 or 4 
miles from the border so I assume it is aimed at 
the better off Germans, hence the congestion at 
the border! 
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The run took us through more conventional scenes via the 
circuit of Most to the beautiful capital of the Republic - 
Prague.  The roads, garages, and driving standards in the CZ 
seemed to be similar to the rest of Europe and aside from 
the odd smokey Trabant or Lada most people were in 
western cars of various vintages.  Prague brought very 
heavy traffic as we found our check point, the Old Town 
Square slap in the centre and home of the famous 

astronomic clock.  The clock was built in 1480 by a 
master clocksmith called Hanus.  The Prague town 
council were so pleased with it that they had him 
blinded as soon as it was completed, so as to prevent 
him ever building anything better.  Hanus was not 
totally happy with this unexpected “bonus “ and so 
went into the clock at night and destroyed a key part.
It was then 150 years before a man who could repair 
the clock could be found!  There were hundreds of 
locals to greet us and a free bar was provided.  

The cars were left in a guarded {by 2 impressively rabid looking 
Alsatians} compound in the square itself overnight.   
Prague is a very attractive town and the parts I saw were all very 
clean and well 
maintained.  The mid 
event dinner was held 
at a really beautiful 
place called the Zoffin 
Palace, right by the 
Danube.  I personally 
think that this was the 
best venue for a 
Euroclassic dinner 

yet, though the heavy traffic and slow hotel 
check-ins made many people late. 

On leaving Prague we had lunch at a small town called Jihava {Chateaubriand £3 for 2!} and 
onto a very pretty town called Namest where we did the town’s hillclimb in front of hundreds of 
curious locals.  The place had a fantastic bridge with statues on the railings, which the locals had 
hidden from the Germans during WW2.   

Then onto the circuit of Brno near the country’s 2nd city.
There was a very long road circuit at Brno {18 miles pre 
war and then 11 post war}which was used pre war and 
then revived and modified and kept in use until 1986.   

In 1986 the purpose built circuit was opened and very 
impressive it is to.   
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It’s long, wide, fast and has 
plenty of gradient, real Corvette 
country in fact. 

Brno in no way compares to 
Prague in terms of buildings, or 
history, but outside the capital 
CZ is very cheap.  A group of us 
regulars ate and drank all night 
in the town for less than £5 a 
head.  The final day took us via 
Bratislava {capital of Slovakia} 
and then onto the Hungaroring 
GP circuit to Budapest.  The 
Hungaroring is simply not a 
patch on Brno as a track and the 

facilities are also pretty grotty for a GP circuit.

Budapest however is an impressive city, though not quite so well looked after as Prague, with a 
number of buildings still showing signs of Communist neglect.  The final check point was 
outside the Houses of Parliament {a building not unlike Westminster} where we parked 
overnight in the MPs spots!  The event ended with a river cruise, which in the end I did not 
attend, instead we met my 
last year’s co-driver, 
George, plus Keith who had 
been vaguely following the 
run for the first couple of 
days before going into 
Poland to visit the 
Auschwitz concentration 
camp.  I had been struck by 
how good the roads were in 
the parts of Eastern Europe 
we visited, though 
discussions with the other 2 
told me this certainly did not 
apply in the part of Poland 
they had seen! 

We made the long journey back in convoy with the Porsche 928 {which is still too new to get an 
official entry} and stopped off first near Frankfurt, and then at the beautiful city of Bruges, 
where we met up with a few friends who had flown out that evening in a private plane. 
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For 2001 the MSA went back to the old system of a separate entry form issued in April and the 
route this time ran to Imola in Northern Italy.  A new sponsor, Global Asset Management, had 
been found so it was now the GAM MSA Euroclassic.  I got the entry form in mid April and 
expected to have the usual 6 weeks or so to enter while we decided whether or not to take 
Graham’s newly acquired Rover P5B.  In the event a couple of weeks after the form went out, I 
had a call from the MSA telling me that they 
already had 200 entries, but as a regular I could 
still get in if I acted quickly.  I entered and 
Graham’s P5B was put in as 5th reserve. 

In the next few weeks the Rover moved up the 
reserve list and was eventually allowed in.  As 
Graham was now entering his car, I needed my 4th

co-driver in 4 years and another new enthusiast 
from our village, John stepped into the breach. 
Graham, George, and Paul were in the Rover, 
John himself has now just acquired a Rover P6 V8 
so, by 2002 we might have half the village on the run! 

The start was once again in Brussels, and 
this year we decided to reduce the mileage 
by taking an overnight ferry from Hull to 
Zeebrugge giving us a full day in Belgium 
prior to the start.  With a planned 3 day run 
back, the full length of the trip is up to 9 
days now, a far cry from the 4 of the early 
runs.  The food etc on the ferry was good 
but I must admit I had a poor night’s sleep 
in the hot and cramped cabin we were 
sharing.  There must have been 20 or 30 
cars from the run on the ferry {most of the 
Northern contingent in fact}, Derek and 

Andy {this year in the Jensen CV-8} said numbers had gone up year on year and this was the 
most yet. 

The Rover developed brake problems on the run 
to Hull, cured by the RAC fitting a new master 
cylinder, but we made the easy journey to 
Brussels by early Saturday morning in good time. 
The poor weather made the “broken piston“ 
meeting an indoor affair and a bit low key this 
year, but we did meet Dave and Sue Woolf who 
had just appeared in Classic and Sportscar, and as 
a consequence were now referred to as the “Posh 
and Becks“ of the Euroclassic!  Unfortunately the 
weather was cold and wet this year, and it stayed 
this way for most of the first couple of days.  An interesting innovation for 2001 was the use of 
the inside of the splendid military museum at the Parc for scrutineering which involved driving 
the cars inside the aircraft hall through the exhibits. 
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The weather stayed poor for Sunday and this 
spoiled many of the checkpoints for me{several of 
which had featured on previous runs}, although I 
did find how labour intensive champagne 
production was at the Caves of St Martin very 
interesting.  We had another run around the 
Goodyear test track though this time it was very 
wet and greasy, I only did 1 lap and thought it 
prudent to come off before either I got overtaken 
by the Morris 1000 closely following me, or spun 
in the attempt to avoid this embarrassing fate!  

The first overnight stop was at Saarbrucken where the 
Mayor was out and free beer was provided.  The run on 
Monday was again wet though the checkpoints were all very 

good I thought.  The 
Smart car factory 
involved a trip around 
the plant, the 
Turckheim hillclimb 
{used before but wet 
this time} must be one of the very best in Europe, and the 
Schlumpf museum has had considerable work done to it 
since our last visit there in 1996 making another visit well 
worthwhile.

After an overnight stop and mid event dinner in 
Zurich {I and 17 others got rounds of applause for 
entering every run to date} on the Tuesday we 
crossed over the Alps via the Stelvio and Gavia 
passes.
The
date
was
actually
11th

Septem
ber 2001 better known now as 9/11. This has to be 
one of the most spectacular drives in Europe, the 
scenery was stunning, snow everywhere and we had 
lunch in the thin air at 9,000 ft.

The Corvette worked faultlessly both up and down the 
passes but some cars including Graham’s Rover {along with 
many of the heavier cars}had severe braking problems 
during the downhill sections, and several others found the 
thin air did not suit their carbs or high lift cam.  I heard from 
the RAC mechanics, that they were very stretched on these 
passes but I must say from my point of view it was the 
highlight of the run.
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We were back on time but Graham only got to the hotel at 9.30pm by which time film of the 
terrible events that had happened in New York and Washington that morning was running on the 
local TV channels. 

Wednesday was a quiet day involving a short run to Venice 
and time for some sightseeing.  I found Venice interesting 
but hot and very crowded, in the end we had lunch and came 
back early.  Our overnight stop was a place called Padova, 
where we had dinner in our hotel, overlooking the main 
church in a beautiful town square along with Keith {the 
former Porsche owner} 
and Andy who had 
come out to meet us in 

Keith’s Lotus Esprit V-8.  Thursday was a big day with trips 
to the Lamborghini museum, Maserati car factory, Ferrari 
test track, and Imola GP circuit.  George in the Rover had 
stepped in as co-driver to the MD of GAM’s Aston Martin 
DB6, as his original one had to return home early, and as a 
reward had got a trip around the Ferrari factory itself, 

jammy or what? 

 I must say  I was not that impressed with Ferrari’s 
attitude{unlike sister company Maserati where they 
could not have been nicer}, they only reluctantly gave 
us 1 lap on their pretty scruffy test track, their staff 
were not friendly at all, and the museum stayed firmly 
shut until after we had all left. 

Imola though was terrific in the end. It must have 
been a very fast circuit pre the chicanes introduced 
after Senna’s accident but even now it is still fast 
enough to be interesting. I did 13 or 14 flat out laps 
in the Corvette with no apparent problems. I had a 
couple of good dices with a very fast E type and 
after my first lap was not overtaken by anything. 
The end of event dinner was in a nice hotel in 
Imola but it involved several rooms which I 
thought slightly spoiled the atmosphere compared 
to some previous years. 

The long drive back started on Friday and was pretty cold 
and wet.  We had an overnight stop at the very pretty French 
town of Colmar and then decided to try and make it back to 
Doncaster on Saturday, a day before schedule.  In the end 
we got to Calais by 4.30 but back in England disaster struck 
when the Corvette suddenly started to overheat.  It seems 
one of the engine mountings had broken {possibly due to 
my over enthusiastic use of the curbs on the chicanes at 
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Imola}, as a result the engine was sitting slightly lower, enabling the fan belt to rub against a 
chassis cross member causing it to break.  We had a spare belt in the car and the AA fitted it but 
the car overheated again, and it looks like the previous problem had caused a head gasket to go. 
In addition, the clutch is knackered and the brakes need attention, still I have all winter to sort 
this out now.  Graham’s Rover’s brakes also clapped out completely on his return home so we 
both have some projects for this winter. 

Overall I thought 2001 a good run, the high point {in more ways than one} being the passes but 
from a personal point of view not really quite as good as the last 3 years, partly due to the 
weather, partly due to the lack of circuits, partly due to a high level of repetition from previous 
runs on the first couple of days, and partly due to my car breaking down!

Next years run {the 10th} is set to be to Barcelona either using a long ferry journey or via a start 
in Paris.  If we go via Paris, and have to drive back it will involve a very long return journey 
{according to my map book Barcelona to Lille is 1,365 km, which would mean a full trip back to 
Doncaster would be something like 1,200 miles!}.  Mind you, it should cover lots of places we 
have not been to before, have good weather, and interesting scenery.  I suspect the main problem 
in 2002 will be getting entries as from our village alone there could easily be 5 cars for next 
year.  There is talk of Scandinavia in 2003, although given the price of beer in Sweden and 
Norway, I am not sure how good an idea that is, however beautiful the countryside is. 



THE MSA EUROCLASSIC

The MSA Euroclassic
Organised by International Motor Sports Limited • Motor Sports House • Riverside Park • Colnbrook • SL3 0HG • UK

Tel:  +44 (0)1753 765100 • Fax: +44 (0)1753 765106 • Email: classics@msaevents.co.uk • Web: www.msaclassics.co.uk

MSA Euroclassic - 1993 to 2001 - a personal history 

© Bill Martland 2001  Page 25 of 26 

Despite any criticisms I have made, I have to say that I love doing the Euroclassic and it’s been 
the highlight of my year since 1993.  The MSA are very good organisers and through the run I 
have been to many places I would never have visited before, not to mention having driven the 
Corvette around most of the GP circuits in Europe.  I have enjoyed some of the events more than 
others, things like how the car was running and what the weather was like affecting things as 
much as the quality of the run itself.  My personal nominations {you can call these awards a 
”Bill“ if you like!} for the best parts of all the Euro runs so far are: 

A} Overall best run 

1} Salzburg 1999 

Great circuits, great scenery, brilliant weather, and 
faultless car. 

2} Paul Ricard 1998 

Interesting circuits, good weather, no real problems 
with the car. 

3} Budapest 2000 

Circuit every day, great weather, and faultless car but the scenery not quite as nice as Austria. 

B} Best town centre halt 

1} Colditz 2000 

2} Innsbruck 1999 

3} Le Touquet 1993 

C} Best circuit session 

1} Spa 1999 

2} Paul Ricard 1998 

3} Imola 2001 
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D} Best car museum 

1} Dutch 1994 

2} Schlumpf 1996/2001 

3} Mercedes 1999 

E} Best event dinner 

1} Zoffin Palace Prague 2000 

2} Speyer 1994 

3} Baden Baden 1997 

F} Best drive 

1} Stelvio Pass 2001 

2} Gorge du Tarn 1998 

3} Gottard Pass 1997 

G} Best non motoring check point 

1} Oradour sur Glane 1998 

2} Citadel, Dinant 1993 

3} St Martin’s Caves 2001 

Bill Martland 
1/11/2001


